Section 5
BELGIUM, HOLLAND AND SWITZERLAND

INTRODUCTORr NOTE

Both in the time of the Second Reich, and now in the Third Reichy
Belgium^ Holland^ Luxembourg and Switzerland unquestionably come
within the scope of the German conception of Lebensraum.

In German school atlases and geography primers these four States^
with Denmark^ always form a single geopolitical unit with Germany.
At the very beginning of the nineteenth century Arndt wrote that
"Holland's independence constitutes the most flagrant injury to Germany's
natural frontier".1 And old General von Moltke observed that 'the
Rhine is Germany's river^ not her frontier''.

Dietrich von Bulow^ who died in l8oj^ Professor Lasson^ Treitschke^
List) Constantin Frantz^ Zimmermann^ Friedrich Naumann and many
others advocated that these four States should all be united in Greater
Germany.

In order to justify this union with Greater Germany^ the German
authors seek to prove that the Dutch^ Flemings and Swiss are merely
German peoples who have split off from the main German stern^ and that
they must return to the 'Rootstock\

i Bibl. VIII, B. i, p. 337.
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